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The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties and the Guidelines for
the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for
the Treatment of Historic Properties and the
Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural
Landscapes provide guidance to cultural
landscape owners, stewards and managers,
landscape architects, preservation planners,
architects, contractors, and project reviewers
prior to and during the planning and

implementation of project work.




The Secretary of the Interior is responsible for establishing professional standards and
providing advice on the preservation of cultural resources listed in or eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places. In partial fulfillment of this responsibility, the
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Historic Preservation Projects were developed
in 1976. They consisted of seven sets of standards for the acquisition, protection,
stabilization, preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, and reconstruction of historic
buildings.

Since their publication in 1976, the Secretary's Standards have been used by State
Historic Preservation Officers and the National Park Service to ensure that projects
receiving federal money or tax benefits were reviewed in a consistent manner nationwide.
The principles embodied in the Standards have also been adopted by hundreds of
preservation commissions across the country in local design guidelines.

In 1892, the Standards were revised so that they could be applied to all historic resource
types included in the National Register of Historic Places--buildings, structures, sites,
objects, districts, and landscapes. The revised Standards were reduced to four sets by
incorporating protection and stabilization into preservation, and by eliminating
acquisition, which is no longer considered a treatment. Re-titled The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, this new, modified version
addresses four treatments: preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, and reconstruction.
The Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes illustrate how to apply these
four treatments to cultural landscapes in a way that meets the Standards.

Of the four, Preservation standards require retention of the greatest amount of historic
fabric, including the landscape'’s historic form, features, and details as they have evolved
over time. Rehabilitation standards acknowledge the need to alter or add to a cultural
landscape to meet continuing or new uses while retaining the landscape’s historic
character. Restoration standards allow for the depiction of a landscape at a particular
time in its history by preserving materials from the period of significance and removing
materials from other periods. Reconstruction standards establish a framework for re-
creating a vanished or non-surviving landscape with new materials, primarily for
interpretive purposes,

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, revised
in 1992, were codified as 36 CFR Part 68 in the 12 July 1995 Federal Register (Val. 60,
No. 133) with an "effective” date of 11 August 1995. The revision replaces the 1978 and
1983 versions of 36 CFR 68 entitled The Secretary of the Interior’'s Standards for Historic
Preservation Projects.




GUIDELINES FOR THE TREATMENT OF CULTURAL LANDSCAFPES

Preservation Planning and the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes

Careful planning prior to tréatment can help prevent
imevocable damageto a cultural landscape. Professional
technigues for identifying, documenting, and treating
cultural landscapes have advanced over the past twenty-
five years and are continually being refined. As described
in the National Park Service publication, Preservation
Brief #36: Protecting Cultural Landscapes, the
preservation planning process for cultural landscapes
should involve: historical research; inventory and
documentation of existing conditions; site analysis and
evaluation ofintegrity and significance; developmentofa
cultural landscape preservation approach and treatment
plan; development of a cultural landscape management
plan and management philosophy; development of a
strategy for ongoing maintenance; and, preparation of a
record of treatment and future research recommendations.

In all treatments for cultural landscapes, the following
general recommendations and comments apply:

B Before undertaking project work, research of a
cultural landscape is essential. Researchfindings help
to identify alandscape’s historic period(s) of ownership,
occupancy and development, and bring greater
understanding of the associations that make them
significant. Research findings also provide a foundation
to make educated decisions for project treatment, and
can guide management, maintenance, and interpretation.
Inaddition, research findings may be useful in satisfying
compliance reviews {e.g. Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act as amended).

E Although there is no single way to inventory a
landscape, the goal of documentation is to provide a
record of the landscape as it exists at the present time,
thus providing a baseline from which to operate. All
component landscapes and features (see definitions
below) that contribute to the landscape's historic
character should be recorded. The level of
documentation needed depends on the nature and the
significance of the resource. Forexample, plant material

Defining Landscape Terminology

Character-defining feature - a prominent or distinclive
aspect, quality, or characteristic of a cultural landscape
that contributes significantly to its physical character.
Land use patterns, vegetation, furnishings, decorative
details and materials may be such features.

Component landscape - A discrete portion of the
landscape which can be further subdivided into
individual features. The landscape unit may contribute
to the significance of a National Register property, such
as a farmstead in a rural historic district. In some
cases, the landscape unit may be individually efigible
for the National Register of Historic Places, such as a
rose garden in a large urban park.

Cultural landscape - a geographic area {including both
cultural and natural resources and the wildlife or
domestic animals therein), associated with a historic
event, aclivity, or person or exhibiting other cultural or
aesthetic values. There are four general types of cultural
landscapes, not mutually exclusive: historic sites,
historic designed landscapes, historic vemacular
landscapes, and ethnographic landscapes.

Ethnographic landscape - a landscape containing a
variety of natural and cultural resources that associated
people define as heritage resources. Examples are
contemparary settlements, sacred religious sites, and
massive geological structures. Small plant communities,
animals, subsistence and ceremonial grounds are
often companents.

Feature - The smallest element(s) of a landscape that
confributes to the significance and that can be the
subject of a treatment intervention. Examples include
a woodiot, hedge, lawn, specimen plant, allee, house,
meadow or open field, fence, wall, earthwork, pond or
pool, bollard, orchard, or agricultural terrace.

Historic character - the sum of all visual aspects,
features, materials, and spaces associated with a
cultural landscape's history, i.e. the original
configuration together with losses and later
changes. These qualities are often referred to as
character-defining.




documentation may ideally include botanical name or
species, common name and size. To ensure full
representation of existing herbaceous plants, care
should be taken to document the landscape in different
seasons. This level of research may most often be the
ideal goal for smaller properties, but may prove
impractical for large, vernacular landscapes.

B Assessing a landscape as a continuum through
historyis critical in assessing cultural and historicvalue.
By analyzing the landscape, change over time -the
chronological and physical “layers” of the landscape --
can be understood. Based on analysis, individual
features may be attributed to a discrete period of
introduction, their presence or absence substantiated to
a given date, and therefore the landscape's significance
and integrity evaluated. In addition, analysis allows the
property to be viewed within the context of other cultural
landscapes.
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B In order for the landscape to be considered
significant, character-defining features that convey its
significance in history mustnot only be present, but they
also must possess historic integrity. Location, setting,
design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association
should be considered in determining whether a
landscape and its character-defining features possess
historic integrity.

B8 Preservation planning for cultural landscapes
involves a broad array of dynamic variables. Adopting
comprehensive treatment and management plans, in
concert with a preservation maintenance strategy,
acknowledges a cultural landscape's ever-changing
nature and the interrelationship of treatment,
management and maintenance.

Defining Landscape Terrnfnulag:{r

Historic designed landscape - a landscape that was
consciously designed or laid out by a landscape
architect, master gardener, architect, engineer, or
horticulturist according to design principles, or an
amateur gardener working in a recognized style or
tradition. The landscape may be associated with a
significant person, trend, or event in landscape
architecture; arillustrate an important development in
the theory and practice of landscape architecture.
Aesthetic values play a significant role in designed
landscapes. Examples include parks, campuses, and
estates.

Historic vernacular landscape - a landscape that
evolved through use by the people whose actlivities or
occupancy shaped it. Through social or cultural
attitudes of an individual, a family, or a community, the
landscape reflects the physical, biological, and cultural
character of everyday lives. Function plays a significant
role in vernacular landscapes. This can be a farm
complex or a district of historic farmsteads along a river
valley. Examples include rural historic districts and
agriculturallandscapes.

Historic site- a landscape significant for its association
with a historic event, activity or person. Examples
include battlefields and presidential homes and
properties.

Integrity - the authenticity of a property’s historic
identity, evinced by the survival of physical
characteristics that existed during the property's
historic or prehistoric period. The seven gualities of
integrity as defined by the National Register Program
are location, setting, feeling, association, design,
workmanship, and materials

Significance - the meaning or value ascribed to a
cultural landscape based on the National Register
criteria for evaluation. It normally stems from a
combination of association and integrity.

Treatment - work carried out to achieve a particular
historic preservation goal.




GLIDELINES FOR THE TREATMENT OF CULTURAL LANDSCAR

Some Factors to Consider When Selecting An Appropriate Treatment for a Cultural Landscape Project

The Standards ara neither technical nos prescrptive, out an intendad to promole responsible preservalion practices that
help protect our Nation's ireplateable cultural resources . Thay cannot be used to make essantial decisions aboul which
contributing features of & cullural landscags: should De retained and which can he changed  Bulonce a specificiresiment
issalecied, the Stendards can provide tha necessary philosophical framework for a consistent and holistic approach for
a cullural landecape progec!

A lreatment (s @ physical interventon camied out to achieve 8 mstone préservation goal — [ cannod be considered ina
vacuumm. There are many practical and philosophical varables that influence the sesection of a treatmant for a landscape
{seediscussion, peges4-8) These inciude, but are nol limited 1o, the extant of histonc documeriation, exisiing physical
conditions, hstoric valus, proposed L lang and shinl term abyectives, oparational and code requiiements {ep
accassibllity, fire, security) and anticrpated capilal improvement, stalling and mainlenanca costs. The impact of the
freatmeant on any gugmlﬁ =Nt archepiogical and ratural resources should alsa be oongiderad in this dacision making
process. Therefore il IS necesssry 1o consitler 3 broad array of dynamic and intermelated vanables in sslecting a trestmant
for 2 cultural landscape presonvation proyect | sae sidebar opposite titled . Pressmvalo 1 Plaariig a0ed the Treatmant of
Cultural Landscapes *)

For some cullurdl landscapes, espacially those
that are besl considerad ethnographic or heritage
lardstapes, Ihese Guidalines may ndt apply
However, il people workng with these proparties
gece thal ~TY]F."-TT'--.1T-IT:.- Conerence may De anaciea
by phvsical place and spaoe—or if therm (s patantial
for oss of landscape charactar whosea signiicance
s rooted in the community’'s aclivilies and
processes (Or other aspacts of its histony)-this
guide may be of senvies

& Changeand Continuity. There is & balance
betwesn cthange anc conbnuily in ail culluwal
esources, Change i inherent W cultural
landscapes. it rasults from bolh naturdl processes
and human achvities. Somafimes that change is
sublie. Darely perceptible as with the gaomprpho:
logical effects un lendlorm. Al other tmas, i =
strikingly obvious, &5 with vegetation, edthar in the
cyclical changes of growth and reproduchion of the
progressye changes of plant compestition and
succession. This dynamic guaity of all cullura
landecapes I8 balanced by Ihe craviinully  of
distinclive charactenstics relained overtime. For,
in spite of & landscape's constan! ¢change (or
perhaps because ol i), a property can still exhibit
confinuity of form, order, use, feslures, or
matenals Fresarvation and  rehabililation
reatmamts se=k o séCue and amphasge

coninuity while acknowis(igng change
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& Relative Significance in Mistory. A
cultural Iandscape may be a significan!
TSDUICE 35 2 ramne survivee or the work of ar
mportant Endscape archiledd, Roficulturst of
designer. It may be the sie of an imponant
evenl or activity, reflecl cultural raditions

uther pattierns of sottiemen or land use Thie
significanca may be oenved lomlocal regional
or national mportance.  Cultural ':-i"_-ff'-.f-ﬂl."': 5
may be lisied in the National Ragister of Histonc
Placss individually or as contnbuting features in
a hislonc distrcl, In some nstances, cUllua
landscapes may be cesignaled Naliona
Historit Landmatks by the Secralary of the
Intanor for ther gocaplonal significanca i

American history

& Integrity and Existing Physical
Condition. Pnor o sslecting 2 ireatment. 1113
important 1o undersiand and evaluste (he
difference between integrity and exisling
conditions  Imtegnty & the authenticty ol a
oullutal landscape’'s histone dentity. i is the
physical evidence of s significancs Exigling
condilions can be defined as the cumen
physical state-of the landscapa & form, order
fealures and matenals For exampla iha
itegnly of an abandoned ganen may be
clear Based on its extam form features, and
matenals, bul exigliing conditions may be poor
due 0 neglect o galamed mMEanlenance
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& Geographical Context. The
suroundings of @8 ocullural landscape,
whather an urpan neighborfiood or rural
farming area [see center top e and night]
may contribuls o s sgnificance and s
hEoAC characiar and shiolid be consensd
prdr lo reatment. The satling may contun
componen! (Bndscapen o lealures (soe
definifions, paga 9) which lzll within the
piopany’s hisiony boundanes, i also may
be comprised of separale propetbes
peyond the landscabe s boundanss. and
parmaps those of tha Natlonal Register
liating. The landscaps cantaxt canncluda
the overall patlem ol the orculation
niiworks views and visias nto and cutof
I landscape, lend use. nalural fealures
ciustars ol stuctures, and division of
properties

@ Use Histonc, curmenl and proposst
use of the culliral landscaps must ba
congidered pror 10 trealmen! selechon
Hislonc use & direclly linked 10 its
significance [hattarm lalt], while clirrani and
proposed use(s) can affect integrity and
axisting condilions, Paffimealers may vary
from one landscape I another. For
example, n s agnoullural landscape
coniimuation of the hisloric uss can lead o
changes in the physical fornm of a farm to
accommodate new crops and eguipment
In another 2agricultural proapery, new uses
may be sdapled wilhin the landscape’s
axisting form, ander and feafures
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# Archeological Resources. Prehis
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@ Natural Sysfems. Cullural land
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human response o natural features and
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GUIDELINES FOR THE TREATMENT OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

property  For example, these systems can
include geciogy, hydmiogy, plam and
animal habitats, and ciimate Some of
these natural resournces are partcutary
susceplibie 1o disturbances caused by
changes in landscape managemant. Many
natural resouwrces sych 3s wellands orrars
species fall under local. state, and federal
requiations which musl be considersd
Since natural resource proteclion is a
spicialized fell detmc! from  Cultistal
landscape preservation, a preservation
planning leam may wan! o inglude an
expert in this area 0 address specific
iSSLEs Of resources found within a cuftural
landscape. Matural syslems ara an miegral
part of the cultural landscape and mus! be
consideran when sslecting an appropnate
reatment
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& Management and Maintenance,
Management sirategies are long-larm and
comprahansive an;—-,.- can be one ol he
means lor implementng & landscape
presarvation plan: Mamlenancs tnshs can
D& aay-c-Oay, Segsongl, or cychucal, /s
celermined Dy management sirateges
Alhough routine hotticultural activities
such as mowing and wesging, or gemgral
grounds mainienance, such as re-aying
pavemen| or curbs, may appear routing
such activities can cumulptively alter the
characier of 3 landscape. In contras!, wall

oncanEd managamen! and mainignance

A’ - Can SusSlam characier ang
imtegnty over an extended pencd, Thams
fore, hoth the management ang

mamianance of culiural landscapes should
e consigered when selecting a ireaimean!
& Inerpretation. Inlarpretabion can
hetip 0 undarstanding and raading the
landscape. The tools and lechnigues of
nlerpralanon can indude guided walks
sell-guided brochures. compaiter-aided
1owrs, axhibils, and wayside sialons
inlerprative  goals should  compliment
lregtment sajection, refllecting the
landscape’s sgnificance and  hislonc
Crvaracier A cultural lancdscape may
possess varying levals of integnty or aven
gifenng penods of sgnificance. both of
which can msull in a mulb-facoiad
appoach w interpr=tiaticn. In somo cases
interprolation and a sound Inlarprallye
strateqy can infarm decisions abiout how to
treat A landscapa
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Special Requiremants Wiork that

miust e done to mesl acoossihidy . hegith

and safety, environmental protection of
enargy afcienty naads susually nol pan
of the overall procass of protecting cultural
ENasCares; rather this work s assessed
for s potential impact on the cuitural

IBNOsCAape

& Accessibility Considerations. ||
is aften necessary o make modifications
to cultural landscapes so that thay will be
in campliance with curment accessibility

code requirements Arcessibulity

cernain cullural ENasCapas = rﬁ-]ul'ﬂ-.!{r.-
thres specsfic Fedaral laws the
Architectural Barrier Act of 1968, Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act ol 1973, andg
the Amencans YVith Disapilities Acl of
1950, Federal rules regulations and
standarmls have been developed which
provide guidance on how to accomplsh
access (o histonc areas foir people with
dicabilibes. Work mest be carefully
planned and undertaken so thal il does ot
resull In the loss ol charactar-defining
featuros. The goal is lo provide Lhe highes

level of accoss with the owest lavel o

impsaci on the integnty of the landscape

& Health and Safety
Considerations. Inundertaking work on
cultural lendscapes. | s necessany U
cansder the unpac! that mealing cument
naalth and safely codes (lor example
public heaith, life safety, fire safely
alectrical, seismic, structural. and buildmg
codes) will have on character-defining
features For example, upgratling utility
service, siorm of sewer orainage systems

requires brenchng which can gisiurt soils

W3

planls and wmrchepiogical resources
Special coordination with the responsibie
code officials at the state, county, or

mumicesal leveld may be required. Secu

reguired permiis and hcenses s Des
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accomplished early in project planning work, [1is fer
necessary o jook beyopd (he “lelter of code

redgustemernts (o I unGeryIng PUrpose | mnst m

codes aliow for allemnatree approaches and ress

vanance 1o aghieve compliancs

& Environmental Protection Reguirements
Many cultural landscapes are aflectag by regquirements
that address environmental issues. Legisiation :

tederal, siahe and mumitpal level have asis

alkshedr

and -u.':'l_.i ILOnE ol OBR _: with a3 vamaty | fF lura

rasources — nciuging water, air. soll and wiidife, Work
predicated on such legislation must be carefully planneaed
and undenaken so that i
landscape & characier
reguimed permits ana i

Early i progestd work, Bndl
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& Energy Efficlency. Some fealures ol a cultural
landscape, such as bulldings, structures, vegatation

and 1G5, 30 play an energy-consening nola
The or 1D ungdenaking Denssct work 1o achieve

grealey enamyy eiticEnay . the nrst step should always be

fo idantify and avaluate exisling histonc features 1o

Assess ther nherent enarngy consenvmg polental. it s
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Using the Standards and Guidelines for the
Treatment of Cultural Landscapes

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties are designed to be
applied to all historic resource types included in the
Mational Register of Historic Places--buildings, sites,
structures, landscapes, districts, and objects. The
Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes
apply to a specific resource type: landscapes.

The Guidelineshave been prepared to assistin applying
the Standards to all project work involving the treatment
of cultural landscapes; consequently, they are not
meant o give case-specific advice or address
exceptions or rare instances. Therefore, it is
recommended that the advice of qualified cultural
landscape preservation professionals be obtained early
in the planning stage of the project. Such professionals
may have expertise in landscape architecture,
landscape history, landscape archeology (ex. pollen
analysis), forestry, horticulture (ex. pomology, natural
resources, archeology, architecture, engineering (e.g.
civil, structural, mechanical, traffic), cultural geography,
wildlife, ecology, ethnography, interpretation, material
and object conservation, landscape maintenance and
management or other related fields. Historians are
generally part of the specialized team, and bring
expertise in the history of landscape architecture,
architecture, arl, industry, agriculiure, sociely, eic.
Project teams are often directed by a landscape
architect with specific expertise in landscape
preservation. This is not to say that all cultural
landscape projects require a team representing all of
these disciplines. Itis recommended that professionals
in disciplines relevant to the landscapes’ inherent
features be represented.

The Guidelines apply to cultural landscapes of all types,
sizes, and materials. The Guidelines begin with an
overview and description of the larger organizational
elements of the landscape (spatial organization and land
pattens), followed by those individual features
(topography, vegetation, circulation, water features,
structures, buildings, furnishings, and objects)that may
contribute to the landscape's historic characler. A
graphic symbol has been assigned to each of these
organizational elements and character -defining features
to allow the reader to readily locate a feature at a glance.
(Seepages 18-19)

Each of the four sections of this publication is devoted to
one of the four treatments: preservation, rehabilitation,
restoration, and reconstruction. Each section contains
one set of standards and accompanying guidelines that
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can be used throughout the course of a project. The four
sections begin with a definition of the treatment, followed
by the treatment standards, and a briefexplanation of the
philosophical framework from which to make educated
treatment decisions. The distinct goals that comprise
each treatment standard, (for example, “Identify, Retain
and Preserve Historic Materials,") are first discussedin
narrative form, and are then ampilified in parallel
“Recommended” ad “Not Recommended"
examples that follow. The sections are illustrated by
case-study examples of project work, which include
before and after photographs, historic documentation,
plans, sections, perspectives and other illustrative
matenals.

The actions and techniques that are consistent with the
Secretary of the Interior's "Standards forthe Treatment
of Historic Properties” are listed in the “Recom-
mended” column on the left; those which are
inconsistent with the Standards are listed in the “Not
Recommended” column on the right. These examples
serve toillustrate a variety of applications to project work;
not every possible alterative can be included. Therefore,
the Standards and Guidelines narrative infroducing each
section should be used as a model process to follow
when considering and evaluating a particular cultural
landscape and its potential compatibility with a
particular treatment.

Finally, the publication concludes with two appendices.
The first contains an annotated bibliography of selected
readings in the areas of praservation planning and
treatment. The second provides a directory of national
organizations that can assist in the protection of cultural
landscapes.



INTRODUCTION

Organization of the Guidelines

Cultural landscapes are composed of a collection of features which are organized in space. They include small-scale
features such as individual fountains or statuary, as well as patterns of fields and forest which define the spatial character
of the landscape. Individual features in the landscape should never be viewed in isolation, but in relationship to the
landscape as a whole. Each situation may vary, and some features may often be more important than others. For
example, circulation may be an important historic element in one landscape, while in another it may have little if any
significance.

Overall, itis the arrangement and the interrelationship of these character-defining features as they existed during the
period of significance that is most critical to consider prior to treatment. As such, landscape features should always
be assessed as they relate to the property as a whole. Thus, spatial organization and land patierns are always listed

first in each section of the Guidelines.

Organizational Elements of the Landscape
‘—— w7 | Spaitial Organization and Land Patterns
refers to the three-dimensional organiza-
tion and pattens of spaces in a
landscape, like the arrangement of rooms
inahouse. Spatial organization is created
by the landscape's cultural and natural features. Some
form visual links or barriers {such as fences and
hedgerows); others create spaces and visual
connections in the landscape (such as topography and
openwater). The organization of such features defines
and creates spaces in the landscape and often is
closely related to land use. Both the functional and
visual relationship between spaces is integral to the
historic character of a property. In addition, it is
important to recognize that spatial relationships may
change over time due to a variety of factors, including:
environmental impacts {e.g. drought, flood), plant
growth and succession, and changes in land use or
technology.

Character-Defining Features of th dsca

There are many character-defining features that
collectively contribute to the historic character of a
cultural landscape. These are as follows:

Topography, the shape of the ground
’ | plane and its height or depth, is a
| character-defining feature of the land-

l J scape. Topography may accur naturally
oras a result of human manipulation. For

example, topographic features may contribute 1o the

creation of outdoor spaces, serve a functional purpose,
or provide visual interest.

Vegefation features may be individual
plants, asinthe case of a specimentree,
or groups of plants such as a hedge,
allee, agricultural field, planting bed, ora
naturally-occurring plant community or
habitat. Vegetation includes evergreen or deciduous
trees, shrubs, and ground covers, and both woody and
herbaceous plants. Vegetation may derive ifs
significance from historical associations, horticultural or
genetic value, or aesthetic or functional qualities. Itisa
primary dynamic component of the landscape's
character; therefore, the treatment of cultural
landscapes must recognize the continual process of
germination, growth, seasonal change, aging, decay,
and death of plants. The character ofindividual plantsis
derived from habit, form, color, texture, bloom, fruit,
fragrance, scale and context.

Circulation features may include, roads,
parkways, drives, trails, walks, paths,
parking areas, and canals. Such features
may occurindividually or be linked to form

- networks or systems. The character of
circulation features is defined by factors such as
alignment, width, surface and edge treatment, grade,
materials, and infrastructure.

Water features may be aesthetic as well
as functional components of the
landscape. They may be linked to the
natural hydrologic system or may be fed
artificially; their associated water supply,
arainage, and mechanical systems are important
components. Water features include fountains, pools,
cascades, irrigation systems, ponds, lakes, streams,
and aqueducts. The characteristics of water features
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and reflective qualities; and associated plant and animal
life, as well as water quality. Special consideration may
be required due to the seasonal changes in water such
as variations in water table, precipitation, and freezing.

Structures, site furnishings, and objects
may contribute to a landscape's
significance and historic character.
Structures are non-habitable, con-
structed features, unlike buildings which
have walls and roofs and are generally habitable.
Structures may be significant individually or they may
simply contribute to the historic character of the
landscape. They may include walls, terraces, arbars,
gazebos, follies, tennis courts, playground equipment,
greenhouses, cold frames, steps, bridges, and dams.
The placement and arrangement of buildings and
sfructures are important to the character of the
landscape; these guidelines emphasize the relationship
betweean buildings, structures, and other features which
comprise the historic landscape. For additional and
specific guidance related to the treatment of historic
buildings, please consultthe Guidelines for Preserving,
Rehabilitating, Restoring and Reconstructing Hisloric
Buildings.

Site furnishings and obfects generally are small-scale
elements in the landscape that may be funclional,
decorative, or both, They can include benches, lights,
signs, drinking fountains, trash receptacles, fences, tree
grates, clocks, flagpoles, sculpture, monuments,
memaorials, planters, and urns. They may be movable,
used seasonally, or permanently installed. Site
furnishings and objects occur as singular items, in
groups of similar or identical features, or as part of a
syslem (e.g. signage). They may be designed or built for
a specific site, available though a catalog, orcreated as
vernacular pieces associated with a particular region or
cultural group. Theymay be significant in their own right,
for example, as works of art or as the work of animportant
designer.
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